
DISCOLORED TEETH

What is it?

Every tooth has a blood supply and a nerve in the middle of the tooth located in the pulp canal.  When the 

pulp is diseased it is called endodontic disease.  Endodontic disease is a painful condition that can lead to 

abscess around tooth roots, bone infection, or draining tracts.

Why do some pets get it and others don’t?

Common causes of endodontic disease in dogs, cats, and ferrets include fractured teeth with and without 

pulp exposure.  A dog that chews on sticks, rocks, or real bones is more likely to fracture a tooth. Chewing 

on tennis balls can wear away enamel and lead to infection and endodontic disease.  Cavities and broken 

teeth can lead to endodontic disease.    Discoloration of the tooth may be the only sign noted on exam.  A 
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regardless of the color (pink, purple, tan, grey) had dead necrotic pulps.  Of those diseased teeth only 
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How do we treat it?
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canal or surgery to prevent further spread of infection. In cases where a fracture involves a crown and a 

root, extraction may be the only option to prevent further infection and pain.

How do we prevent it?

Regular veterinary exams for fractured teeth and annual dental prophy care help detect fractured and 

discolored teeth that need endodontic treatment.
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